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Bridging the Divide Between Socio-Emotional and Linguistic-Cognitive
Development: From the Viewpoint of Relationship Disturbances

Ryuji KOBAYASHI

Department of Social Work, Tokai University School of Health Sciences

Abstract: Debate regarding the etiology of autism has undergone several transformations to date, from endogenesis,
psychogenesis, to organogenesis. Today, discussion has settled around the organogenetic theory, but as yet, no
consensus has been reached regarding whether the socio-emotional disturbance (disturbances of interpersonal
relationship) or the linguistic-cognitive disturbance should be given primacy, or in what way the two aspects may
be interrelated. In this paper, a theoretical hypothesis on the relationship between socio-emotional and linguistic-
cognitive development is presented from the standpoint of relationship disturbances. The following points are raised
as prerequisites to this hypothesis: 1) the need to consider the main feature of autism as problems in the process of
establishing communication with the caregiver, 2) the need for detailed clarification of the acquisition process of the
linguistic-cognitive function in approaching the etiology of autism, 3) the need to start from the viewpoint of
relationship disturbance in order to enable this approach, and the importance of entering into the internal world
(subjectivity) of both subject and caregiver through therapeutic intervention for the relationship disturbance between
the two, and 4) that this becomes a possibility only through participant observation (Sullivan). Upon this understand-
ing, the process of attaining communication is discussed taking up key concepts such as attachment, perception,
emotion, and cognition, in connection with how they emerge in intricate association with the process of transforma-

tion in interrelationships.
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